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The Legalization of France’s Immigration and Border Governance:

Normative Landscape Practical Reflection and Comparative Analysis

FU Qinwen ( People’s Public Security University of China)

Abstract: As a representative of the republican model of integration Frances immigration law has
evolved over a century to form a normative framework centered on the Le Code de lentrée et du séjour des
étrangers et du droit dasile ( CESEDA) that balances national security immigrants” rights and social
integration. In recent years influenced by the global economic downturn the rise of the European right—
wing movement and the challenges posed by multiculturalism  France has strengthened immigration and
border control through multiple legislative measures. However the challenges currently faced in the
construction of France’s immigration legal system are largely due to an over—eliance on the density of
legislative norms while neglecting policy coordination resulting in low immigration enforcement efficiency
and the intensification of anti-immigration discourse. China can draw some lessons from France’s
experience: on the one hand strengthening immigration legislation is not the only way to improve
governance quality and efficiency; we must be wary of the trap of “legislative redundancy” and integrate
the immigration governance legal system through topdevel design. On the other hand we can draw on
France’s experience with selective immigration and other systems to advance the construction of a high—
skilled talent immigration system in China and write a new chapter in the modernization of immigration
management. To address the challenges faced by Chinese nationals in France regarding residency
restrictions and integration China and France can utilize bilateral consultation mechanisms to incorporate
immigration facilitation measures into the “Belt and Road” cooperation framework avoiding “sovereignty
games” in immigration governance and achieving “win-win development. ”

Key words: France; Immigration Administration; Border Control; Legalization; Global Migration

Governance




