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Australia: Immigrants, Multi—cultures and
Identity Puzzle

QIAN Chao-ying
(School of Liberal Arts of Shenzhen University, Shenzhen, Guangdong, 518060)

Abstract: Australian national identity puzzle is embodied in its six—phase evolvement within the framework

polarity and to promote “border—crossing” thinking.

of differently defined modern international geographical politics, as well as in its cultural —political practice
regarding the three major issues of immigrants, aborigines and multi—culturalism. Australia’s exploration of her
own national identity is restricted by history, and by the combined effects of domestic and international situations
and of her own cultural ideal. Its ambiguity and indeterminacy provide the country with a special adaptability in
the world pattern, and work as a showcase to inform our understanding of “diverse postcolonial situations and

multiple identity issues”: to look into the global cultural pattern, we need to be flexible and dynamic, to weaken

Key words: Australia; immigrants; multi-culture; identity puzzle



