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The International Legal Status of North Korean
Escapees and China’s Relevant Policies

HUANG Zhixiong HU Jian-sheng
( Law School of Wuhan University Wuhan Hubei 320072 China)

Abstract: In recent years the issue of North Korean escapees has become a hot issue among
the regions and China’s policy of repatriation has been facing increasing pressure from other coun—
tries. According to the provisions of the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and the
relevant international practice it’s impractical to find a uniform answer to the question of whether
the North Korean escapees enjoy the legal status of refugees; rather answers have to be found based
on case-by-case analysis. While by and large China’s current policy towards North Korean escapees
should not be blamed exceptionally China may grant the status of refugee to those who flee for po—
litical reasons. Meanwhile China should establish and improve the relevant domestic laws and
mechanisms concerning refugees and related issues.
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