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Abgract: This pgper analyses the posdtion of the Chinese New Zedanders, fird as a bardly tolerated dien
gow to be legdated out (from the 19" to the mid 20" centuries) , and then as a largely midde-class
immigrant group to be welcomed in the hope of forging international linkages and benefiting the ecoromy (from
1987 orwards) . Sgnificant differences between these two groups exist : in terms of cio-economic power ,
provincid origns, educationd levels, migration notivations, and nog inportantly , their pattern of
engagement with the non- Chinese mgjority population in New Zedand. However , one srand ultimately linking
these two periods is how maingtream New Zealanders view and treat Chinese New Zedanders. As long as they
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are ethnically Chinese and‘’ look Chinex’ , they were never trested quite like® red New Zedlanders’ .
“ Chineseness’ has urfortunately been pargphrased as inconmpatible with* the New Zedand Vaue” in locd
DCiety.
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