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The Discourse Construction and the Chinese

Solution of Overseas Chinese Community Research
ZHANG Tao

Abstract: Sino—foreign political economic and cultural exchanges have a long history. The Maritime
Silk Road of the Tang and Song dynasties expanded China’ s trade with countries along the Silk Road
where many overseas Chinese settled forming large “community” which not only have a large popu—
lation and massive organization but also actively participated in the great rejuvenation of the Chinese
nation. Studying the relationship between overseas Chinese communities and Chinese literature and
culture from the perspective of overseas Chinese communities can provide a feasible path for the con—
struction of China’s cultural soft power. Due to the complexity of the cultural meaning of overseas Chi—
nese communities and the diversity and difficulty of interdisciplinary research the current scale
scope and strength of the interpretation of “cultural literature” within these communities are limited
and must be strengthened. Research on the relationship between overseas Chinese communities and
cultural literature urgently needs to make breakthroughs in the following five spaces: compilation or—
ganization and summarization of documents related to the literary history of the overseas Chinese com-
munities; historical periods and the ancient and modern evolution of the overseas Chinese communi—
ties; overseas Chinese communities and traditional Chinese literature; overseas Chinese communities
and modern Chinese literature; case analysis of “cultural literature” of global regional overseas Chi—
nese communities. Strengthening research on the relationship between overseas Chinese communities
and cultural literature is beneficial for promoting the construction and innovation of the disciplinary
academic and discourse systems for “Chinese literature” research and can provide essentialexperi—
ences and methods for national cultural strategies.

Key Words: overseas Chinese communities; China’ s cultural soft power; system construction; Chi—

nese culture



