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Civil Relationship between China and Singapore Since 1990
—A Case Study on Social Interaction among Chinese New Immigrants and Local Ethnic
Chinese Society

Wu Qianjin

Abstract: Since China and Singapore established diplomatic relations in 1990, the economic and cultural exchanges
between two countries have become more and more frequent. More important, approximately 300,000 Chinese new
immigrants have provided a favorable basis for civil interaction. From a perspective of social interaction between Chi-
nese new immigration and local ethnic Chinese society. this article intends to explain that state’s relationship and civil
relationship are interdependent. and civil relations will ultimately promote the state’s relations through its transformation
from the weak to the strong ones. It argues that the civil exchanges between two countries will inevitably experience a
process of “grinding-in” before achieving the integration and harmony. Thus, the role of Chinese new immigrants in civil
relationship and state’s relationship should not be underestimated.
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