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Isolation or Integration
—Canpar ign betwemn the Political Participation of Chines - Americans n New York and n L osAngeles

ZHOU Quan
(School of Intemational Studies Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abdtract: The seoond or third generation Chinese - Americans are very active in political circle recently They have made many hisori-
cal breskthroughs both in election canpaigns and citizen - voting Campared with the older generation, they are at the early stage of political
participation However, the differencesof thisChinese - American political participation inNev York and inLosAngeles in its extent and in
itspattems are obvious Thispaper provides an in - degpth analysis aout thisphenomena fram the angle of ocial indtitutions studying the in-
fluence of immigrant inhabitant country’s regime and cial structure on then © find the reaon of the different political participation of Chi-
nesx - Americans in Nev York and inLosAngeles Finally, it aames b the conclusion that, in a democratic and open ciety, with mpetus
of emnamic and fcial interests Chinese - Americans have great initiation © integrate then<elves inb political progress  The difference of
Nev York and LosAngeles Chinese - Americans political participation is because of the different social structure and interest - motivation
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