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HISTORICAL RESEARCH NO. 1, 2004

American ldentity in the Context of Roman Catholicism: Oresters A. Brownson on Americanization
of Immigrants Peng Xisoyu (114)

Americanization——the asimilation of immigrants into mainstream society —is generaly con-
sdered a great successof the United States. Yet snce the 1960s, scholars and politicians began to re-
ject the® melting pot” myth and point to the ethnic differencesin American life under the influence of
cultura and ethnic pluralism , which obscured the perpetua effortsof the American mainstream sciety
to asimilate the immigrants. Intellectuas have been cognizant of issues raised by American identity.
Oresters A. Brownon (1803-1876) was a prominent one among them. He advised Catholic migrants
to accommodate themselves to the vaues and laws embodied in the American Congtitution, adopt a
conservative politica stance and uphold their faith to influence other citizens. Catholicism would, in
his opinion, provide a 0lid iritual foundation for democracy and civic virtues. His statements have
become part of the American national heritage. In ite of the fashion for pluralism, Americans as a

nation have never given up the hope of integrating immigrants through Americanization.

The Meaning and Significance of the Massachusetts Congtitutional Movement during the Revolution-
ary Period Li Jianming (130)

The Massachusetts congtitutiona movement , incomparable in terms of what it achieved and its
influence on the Congtitution during the revolutionary period, was celebrated for its experimentation
with congtitutiona convention and ratification of the constitution by the people: a desgn for a new re-
publican form of government featuring separation of powers and checks and balances. It as made
breakthroughsin the conceptionsof constitution, accelerated the localization of European political the-
ories, and led to a creative trandormation of the British congtitutiondism. It thuspresented a profile
of the political culture of revolutionary America, contributing greatly to the making of the United

States Congtitution, and providing rich nourishment for the growth of American congtitutionalism.

The Migration of German Jews to Palestine (1933 —1941) Li Gongzhen (150)

To the Nazi administration, supporting Zionism might help lve the' Jewish Question.” It thus
madefull use of the escaating Anti-Jewish policy and tried all means to expel the German Jews to
Paestine. More German Jewsjoined the Zionist campaign of migration, being persecuted and expelled
by the Nazi and refused by the Western democratic countries. The conflicting parties even reached a
compromise and a tacit agreement on such issues as exit formalities, occupational training, property
trangerence and illegal migration into Palestine. The migrants themsdves attained group organization
of a ort. However , the wolf-and-sheep reation was obvious: while the Nazi administration could
break the compromise and the tacit agreement at will , the Jews could only yield to the increasngly
cruel socia dtuation and finaly be herded into a dead corner.

Chinese Historiography in the Past 5 Decades Wang Xuedian (165)
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