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Migration for Border Solidification during the Qing Dynasty and the Economic Development

in Xinjiang Miao Pusheng (49)

Abstract." Migration to solidify borders" has been an important measure for border governance
throughout Chinese history. After the unification of Xinjiang during the Qing Dynasty, there was a new
wave of migration from inland China to Xinjiang. Immigrants were first settled in the northern Xinjiang for
agricultural development, which not only improved the economy but also laid the foundation for the im-
plementation of the prefecture-county system. During the Dao-guang (i) era, the Qing government
adjusted the policies and began to encourage migration to the southern Xinjiang, promoting local agricul-
tural development. In the third year of Tong-zhi ([f]ifi) era (1864), a decade-long social upheaval in
Xinjiang led to significant casualties among the immigrant population, land desolation, and the destruc-
tion of irrigation systems. After the Qing army reclaimed Xinjiang, efforts were made to restore and devel-
op its social economy. The government not only gathered refugees but also adopted more proactive and le-
nient policies to encourage landless or displaced farmers from inland China to migrate to Xinjiang for agri-
cultural settlement. By the end of Qing Dynasty, social and economic conditions in Xinjiang had recov-
ered and developed to some extent. Being the main ethnic group among immigrants, the Han people, a-
long with Uyghurs, Manchus, Hui, Mongols, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, Tajiks, Xibe, Daur, Russians,
Uzbeks, and Tatars, eventually formed a new pattern of multi-ethnic cohabitation in Xinjiang.
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The Nestorian Church and Settlements in the Uyghur Territory of Xi-zhou (PG /1)

Prefecture as seen in the Old Uyghur Textual Records Fu Ma (87)

Abstract: The Grape Valley, where the Nestorian site of Xipang is located, was called B ilayuq in
0ld Uyghur textual records from the 9" to 13™ centuries. There was a local urban settlement, which was
the Wu-lin (M) city in the Xi-zhou Prefecture era of the Tang Dynasty. The Xipang Monastery was
called Bilayuq xumra in Old Uyghur, meaning Bilayuq Nestorian Monastery. This monastery owned land
in the area, and rented it out to Uyghur farmers. Its vicinity was occupied by the Buddhist and Manichae-
an communities. In Shengjingkou, there was another Nestorian settlement adjacent to the local Buddhist
community of the Cave Temple. In the Uyghur territory of Xi-zhou Prefecture, where majority of the popu-
lation were Buddhists, the long-term existence of Nestorian settlements was due to the church’s connec-
tions with the Uyghur ruling class. Some members of the Uyghur Khan family were likely Nestorian adher-
ents and participated in the worship activities. According to Old Uyghur textual records, the Nestorian
church in the Uyghur territory of Xi-zhou Prefecture had a complete religious hierarchy, with positions in-
cluding chief priest, assistant priest, and steward set up under the bishop.
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New Archaeological Discoveries at the Nestorian Monastery Site in Xipang, Turfan, 2024
Liu Wensuo, Gao Xiaoxiao, Xue Liangliang (110)

Abstract: The Nestorian Monastery site in Xipang, Turfan underwent two excavation sessions in
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