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Abstract In nation-states, nationality policies can serve as an important window for
observing the external evolution of the ethnic community. Although Indonesia is not traditionally
considered a major “emigration country” , it has embarked on a path of nationality policy reform
with the continuous growth of the overseas Indonesian community since the new century began.
Under the interaction of integrating different ethnic groups at home and engaging with
Indonesian emigrants abroad, the extension of the ethnic Indonesian community in Indonesia’ s
emigration governance has shown a trend of “tightening” in the early stage after independence,
“ partial expansion” under Suharto’ s authoritarian rule, and “comprehensive expansion” during
the period of democratization. Based on this, supplementing cross-case comparisons and system-
level analyses can further deepen the relevant research.
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