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An Investigation into the Migrant Problem of
Yubei Area in Ming and Qing Dynasty
—Centered on the Migrant Legend of Big Pagoda Tree in Hongdong, Shanxi

SHEN Hong—xing
(Department of history, Xinxiang University, Xinxiang, Henan 453003,China )

Abstract: The migrant legend of the big pagoda tree in Hongdong spreads widely in the north area. People
generally take it as the source of their ancestors. Based on the concrete investigation into the migrants to
Yubei area in Ming and Qing Dynasty and in other times, along with the genealogy and local history of
Yubei area, it is revealed that the spread of this legend is not only the collective reflection of the migrants
on the history of their ancestors, what’s more, the positioning of the fact that their ancestors migrate into
Hongdong by obeying orders in early Ming Dynasty in history establishes their legal identity and insures the
possession of more resources, which reflects the appeal for protecting and maintaining their interest on the
part of the migrant clan.
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