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Marx and Ethnocentrism
— A Critical Reading of Baudrillard' s The Mirror of Production

Zhang Yibing

Abstract: In The Mirror of Production youth Baudrillard criticizes that Marxian historical materialism is
the logic of western centrism because Marx has made an unhistorical expansion from the capitalist mode of
production, which exists in Europe under certain historical conditions, to the whole history and all the other
cultures. He even objects to Marxian idea that “The dissection of a human body is the key to that of a mon-
key body”. This paper makes a deep analysis of Baudrillard’ s questioning above and points out that he mis-
takenly identifies the production of labor and materials in human society, with the mode of capitalist produc-
tion and economy and that then enchants Marxian idea of history as a simple historical formula, resulting in
the ridiculous statement of identifying historical materialism with Western centrism and ethnocentrism.

Key words: Youth Baudrillard; The Mirror of Production; Marx; historical materialism; capital his-

tory; Western centrism



