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Charitable Networks and Urban Social Integration .
The Spatial Expansion of Chinese Philanthropy in the Concessions of Modern Shanghai
RUAN Qinghua LIANG Xianfei
[ Center for the History of Reform and Opening — up in Shenzhen Special Economic Zone,Harbin Institute of
Technology ( Shenzhen) ,Shenzhen 518055, China ]

Abstract ; After Shanghai was opened as a treaty port, the traditional old city area (Laochengxiang) declined relatively in
terms of urban scale and economic and social development,while the British — American Settlement and the French Concession
quickly rose to become the city’ s center. In this process,local gentry in Shanghai and immigrants from other parts of China,re-
lying on the charitable organizations and resources in the old city area,actively expanded charitable relief undertakings into the
concessions. Through the continuous efforts of people from generation to generation, these undertakings kept expanding, which
not only injected Chinese strength into the development of the concessions but also enabled them to actively integrate into the
urban society of the concessions. Local philanthropists and Chinese immigrants wove a huge charitable network through their
cross — appointments in charitable organizations in the old city area,the concessions and the new urban area of Zhabei. This
network not only strengthened the internal cohesion of the Chinese community and provided a solid foundation for coping with
the competition from foreign nationals,but also effectively promoted the integration of the emerging urban society ,becoming an
important way for the Chinese to participate in and influence the urbanization process of the concessions. In the process of mod-
ern Shanghai’ s urbanization, the continuous expansion of charitable undertakings by the Chinese in the concessions not only
profoundly reflects the strong vitality ,and integration contained in traditional charitable resources and culture,but also clearly
demonstrates the irreplaceable important value of China’s traditional cultural resources in the process of modernization.

Key words : Chinese philanthropy ; spatial expansion ;concessions ;social integration
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