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Abstract Political particpaton is an mevitable w ay for ethnic Chnese to safeguard
their political and econam ical nterests in M alaysia while the realns and depths of this
particpatbn are basically constraned by the stmcure of main institutions based on
M alaysian historical and culural traditons This article diagnoses those man mnstiutions
fran the angle of neo- mstintionalisn, and presents political space n which ethnic
Chinese coull take a part The author holds that the angle of institutions m ay not give all
exp lanations to the problam, but the nature of instiu tions detem nes the future and destiny

of ethnic Chnese political partic patbn
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