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Illegal Immigrants in China. the Present Situation, Crux and Countermeasures

SONG Quan-cheng
(The Institute of Migration Studies; School of Philosophy and Social Development,
Shandong University, Jinan 250100, P. R. China)

Abstract: The emergence and development of China’s illegal immigration problems have a profound
background with China’ s economic and social rapid development. China has been an attractive
immigration country to some undeveloped countries’ illegal people since the 21st. Illegal immigrant,
illegal residence and the illegal employment of the “Three-illegal” foreigners mainly gather in the
Pearl River Delta, Yangtze River Delta and Beijing and Northeast China. The situation of illegal
foreigners in China becoming worse has some reasons. Firstly, the legislation on managing and
controlling foreigners lags behind. Secondly, the punishment standard is too low. Thirdly, there is
a lack of effective mutual support between departments. Fourthly, there exist some management
blind areas to foreigners. Also, the repatriation mechanism isn’t smooth. The countermeasures to
solve the illegal immigrants’ problem are as follows: firstly, the central government should
formulate and implement a complete and regulated Immigration Law of People’s Republic of China.
Secondly. China should increase the punishment penalties to “Three- illegal” foreigners; and some
immigrants can be sentenced directly. Thirdly, China can set up an immigration and refugee
department. Fourthly, China should establish a foreigners’ information management system
nationwide as soon as possible, and every department can share the information. Fifthly, the public
security department should straighten up the repatriation mechanism, train and establish a high
standard team of foreign management. In addition, China should formulate and implement Measures
of PRC on Foreigners with temporary placement and social assistance methods in China. Chinese
government should support humanitarian resettlement and social assistance to “ Three-illegal”
foreigners who can’t be deported and the refugees recognized by Chinese government.

Key words: foreign immigrant; illegal immigration; immigration law; immigration agency;

foreigners’ information management system
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