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Immigrant Melting Pot: the Role of American Public Schools around the Turn of 20th Century

Chen Zhenggui
(East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Another immigration flows happened again in the United States around the turn of 20th Century, and most of
the immigrants went to big cities. T he important task of American public schools at that time was t o make immigrants especial
ly the children to become Americans, so public schools acted the immigrant melting role through a system of reforms and teach2
ing English and civic knowledge. Different immigrant group and different immigrant educator had different attitudes and
thought toward the immigrant melting role of public schools. Some of them supported and others opposed, also some of them
argued it was the chance and way to succeed and others argued it was a threat to their culture.
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