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Germany’s Response to the European Refugee Crisis:

Its Causes and Influences
ZHENG Chun-rong, ZHOU Ling-ling
(Institute for German Studies, Tongji University, 200092 Shanghai , China)

Abstract: Since the outbreak of the European refugee crisis in April 2015, Germany’s response varies
at three stages: from indecision to welcoming refugees, and then to retightening national asylum
policy. Under the background of the EU institutional defects, Germany, out of self-interest,
hesitated to take any action in the first phase of the crisis. With the exacerbation of the refugee
problem and increasing pressure from all sides for Germany to take actions, its moral and historical
factors as well as Merkel” s personal factors brought Germany into the second phase as the first
country to break the rules and open arms to refugees from war zones like Syria. In the third phase,
the sharp rise in the number of asylum seekers, the domestic opposition to Merkel’s refugee policy
and the non-cooperative attitude of the other EU member states forced Germany to adopt border
control again and retighten the asylum policy. This paper analyzes the causes of the changes in
Germany’s response to the European refugee crisis as well as the numerous challenges posed by the
rising number of refugees to Europe resulting from Germany’s welcome policy.

Key words: Germany; FEuropean refugee crisis; right of asylum; Syria refugees
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