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Abstract For a long time domestic scholars have reviewed and evaluated research on the
overseas Chinese written mainly in the Chinese language. However insufficient attention has
been paid to research studies on the overseas Chinese written in other languages. This paper
focuses on examining existing literature written in English since the 1980s in the field of
overseas Chinese studies. A thorough review of this body of literature found that publications in
overseas Chinese studies with English as the medium of communication have taken various
distinct characteristics: (1) overseas Chinese from all over the world have been studied; ( 2)
the scholars conducting these research studies also come from diverse backgrounds and countries/
regions; and ( 3) a wide variety of topics have been researched both within and across disciplines.
Worth noting and learning are the spirits and practices of diligence perseverance excellence
and innovation from these scholarly works. In contrast there still exist certain deficiencies on the
part of domestic scholars such as insufficiency in foreign language skills and the subsequent lack
of effectiveness in communicating with their international counterparts. If the above situation can
be improved scholars in China will be able to contribute to the global community of overseas
Chinese studies in important ways that display distinctive Chinese characteristics.
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