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Marriage Life of Overseas Chinese Wives Who Were Left in Hometowns:
A Case Study of Overseas Chinese Marriage from the 1930s to the 1950s
in Quanzhou area Fujian Province
SHEN HuiHen
(School of International Affairs Xiamen University Xiamen 361005 China)
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Abstract: In this case study the author utilizes archives journal and newspaper articles biographies
interview records and research results by other scholars to depict a vivid historical picture of the marriage
life of overseas Chinese wives who were left behind by their husbands in order to take care of their parents
and family businesses in China. The author reveals that the economic considerations played a crucial role

in the fulfillment maintenance dissolution or betrayal of overseas Chinese marriages and points out that
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these overseas Chinese wives who took on the burdens of incomplete marriages were in fact victims of the

Chinese patriarchal system.
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