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Chinese Migrants in a Globalized World and the Study of “Chinese Overseas”
LEO Suryadinata
( Chinese Heritage Center Nanyang Technological University Singapore 637721)
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Abstract: While Chinese migration has a long history the greatest attention has been given to
the recent waves of migration that started around the late 1970s and have continued to go
upward up to today. From a Southeast Asian scholars perspective the author first compares the
similarities and differences between the old migrants and the new ones including their economic
and education backgrounds motives intended destinations and migration channels. Based on
this comparison the author re-examines the conventional concepts of Chinese migration. The
author then further compares the different situations the new Chinese migrants are confronted with
and the different influences they have made in nations of immigrants such as Canada the United
States New Zealand Australia and Singapore and nations of indigenous inhabitants such as
Malaysia Indonesia Vietnam the Philippines and Thailand. Finally the author compares

the research work done by scholars abroad and in China and provides his advice.
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@ : Chinese Migration in Comparative Perspectives: Adaptation and Development ( 2009) ;
{ : ) (2010) ; Migration Indigenization and Interaction: Chinese Overseas and
Globalization (2011) ; { : . Y (2011), { »
( CHC Bulletin) o
® . Leo Suryadinata  “Chinese Migration in the Globalizing World: A

Brief Comparison between Developed and Developing Countries” CHC Bulletin issues 13& 14 2009 pp.1 -7; Leo
Suryadinata ~ “Chinese Migrants and the State in Southeast Asia: Some Comparisons” in Leo Suryadinata ed. Chinese
Migration in Comparative Perspectives: Adaptation and Development Singapore 2009 pp. 68 —77; Leo Suryadinata and
Goh Yu Mei  “New Chinese Migrants in Developed” Migrant States”: Five Case Studies” CHC Bulletin issues 16 & 17
November 2010 and May 2011 pp. 1 - 8.
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o 20 60
0 1967 ( point
system) .
1
(%) (%)

1971 21 961 999 124 600 - 0.57
1981 24 820 393 285 800 - 1.15
1986 26 101 155 412 800 - 1.58
1996 29 610 757 922 000 - 3.11
2006 32 623 490 1 347 000 23.0 4.13

. Peter Li “The Social Construction of Chinese in Canada” in Huping Ling ed. Asian America: Forming

New Communities Expanding Boundaries New Brunswick New Jersey: Rutgers University Press 2009 p. 229;
Statistic Canada http: //www. statcan. gc. ca/pub/98-187x/4151287-eng. htm # table3; http: //www. statcan.
gc. ca/pub/89-621x/89-621=%x2006001-eng. htm ( accessed 5 January 2012) .
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(%) (%)

1940 132 122 446 106 334 51.9 0.08
1950 152 271 417 150 005 53.0 0.10
1960 180 671 158 237 292 60.5 0.13
1970 205 052 174 435 062 53.1 0.21
1980 227 224 681 812 178 36.7 0.36
1990 249 464 396 1 645 472 30.7 0. 66
2000 282 216 952 2 879 636 31.0 1.02
2006 299 398 484 3 565 458 37.0 1.19

“Chinese American Population: Numbers and Nativity 1940—2006" Min Zhou Contemporary

Chinese America: Immigration  Ethnicity —and Community Transformation Philadelphia: Temple University Press
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txt ( accessed 5 January

o 1973

1995

o 2006

mainstream society

(



140 570 2001

40. 5% 1986 7 o o
2006 78.24% o 21.76% -
3
(%)
1976 3 129 383 14 860 0.47
1981 3 143 307 16 653 0.53
1986 3 307 084 19 506 0. 60
1991 3 495 800 37 689 1.08
1996 3 733 900 82 320 2.20
2001 3 887 000 105 057 2.70
2006 4 186 900 140 570 3.36

Manying Ip and Nigel Murphy Aliens at my Table: Asians as New Zealanders See Them  Auckland:
Penguin Group ( NZ) 2005 p.6; 2006 Census of Population and Dwelling ( New Zealand) ; Statistics New Zealand
http:  //www. stats. govt. nz/browse _ for _ stats/population/estimates _ and _ projections/pop-indicators. aspx;
http:  //www. stats. govt. nz/tools _ and _ services/services/schools _ corner/activities/secondary/activity{future—
population—growth. aspx;  http: //web. archive. org/web/20090325030240; http: //www. stats. govt. nz/NR/
rdonlyres /5F1F873C-5D36-4E54-940534503A2C0AF6/0/ quickstatsaboutcultureandidentity. pdf ( accessed 5 January
2012) .
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1986

196 347 2006 669 890 o
o 1989
1994 o “ 7
4
(%)

1976 14 110 107 36 638 0.27

1986 16 138 769 196 347" 1.30

2001 19 533 972 556 560 2.97

2006 20 848 760 669 890 2.64

© Australian Bureau of Statistics http: //www. abs. gov. au/AUSSTATS/abs @ . nsf/DetailsPage/

3105. 0.65. 0012008? OpenDocument ( accessed 5 January 2012) .
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“ 7 LiJu Chen 2

o 1990
o 1990 3 047 100 2009 4 987 600 1968
1989 ; 1990 o
2009 30 o
5
(%)
1970 2 074 500 2 074 507 1 579 866 76.2
1980 2 413 900 2 413 945 1 856 237 76.9
1990 3 047 100 3 016 379 2 252 700 74.7
2000 4 027 900 3 273 400 2 513 800 76.8
2010 5 076 700 3 771 721 2 793 980 74. 1

Cheng Lim—Keak Social Change and the Chinese in Singapore Singapore: Singapore University Press
1985 p.14; Lynn Pan ed. The Encyclopedia of the Chinese Overseas ( 2nd edition)  Singapore: Chinese Heritage
Centre 2006 p.200; Population Census of Singapore 2010 http: //www. singstat. gov. sg/stats/themes/people/
hist/popn. html ( accessed 5 January 2012) .
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(1981—2003)
1 800 7 000 1982 .
. 2020 .
6

(%)
1970 3 719 000 35.6
1980 4 415 000 32.1
1991 4 945 000 26.9
2000 5 692 000 24.4
2005 6 000 000 23.3
2010 6 451 300 24.6

Tey Nai Peng  “Demographic Trends and Human Capital : The Case of Malaysian Chinese” in Voon
Phin Keong ed. Malaysian Chinese and Nation-Building Before Merdeka and Fifiy Years After vol. 1 ( Historical
Background and Economic Perspective)  Kuala Lumpur: Centre for Malaysian Chinese Studies 2007 pp. 307 - 338
(‘especially p.311) ; Yearbook of Statistic Malaysia 2010  http: //www. statistics. gov. my/portal/download_ Buku_
Tahunan/files/BKKP/Buku_ Tahunan_ Perangkaan_ Malaysia_ 2010. pdf ( accessed 5 January 2012) .
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7
(%)

1961 97 020 000 2 425 500 2.5

1971 119 200 000 2 980 000 2.5

1990 178 000 000 3 560 000 2.0

2000 201 092 000 4 200 000 2.0

2010 237 556 000 4 751 112 2.0

1971 1990 3%
; o Leo Suryadinata  Pribumi

Indonesians  the Chinese Minority and China: A Study of Perceptions and Policies Kuala Lumpur and London: Heinamann
Asia 1978 p.96; Leo Suryadinata Chinese and Nation Building in Southeast Asia  Singapore: Sinmgapore Society of
Asian Studies 1997 p.7; Leo Suryadinata “How Many Ethnic Chinese are there in Indonesia?” Asian Culture
( Singapore)  June 2004 pp. 63 - 74. 2010 Jousairi Hasbullah ~ “Suku Jawa dan Tionghoa

Mengapa Berkurang?” Kompas 2 December 2011,
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(%)
1976 48 060 000 1 236 000 2.57
1979 52 741 700 935 074 1.77
1989 64 375 762 900 185 1.40
1999 76 323 173 862 273 1.13
Ramses Amer  “Examining the Demographic Developments Relating to the Ethnic Chinese in Vietnam
since 1954”7 in Leo Suryadinata ed. Migration Indigenization and Interaction: Chinese Overseas and Globalization
Singapore: World Scientific 2011 p. 187.
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