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Abstract: After it was founded in Nanjing, the Nationalist Government began a survey of the Chinese
population in Southeast Asia, which was carried on during the Second World War and was finally
completed after the war, with essential support from various overseas Chinese community organizations.
The paper gives an overview of this survey, which aimed to collect information on the Chinese overseas,
strengthen their sense of Chinese identity, and provide a basis for the Chinese Government’s policy—
making, especially with regards to Chinese consular protection. Unfortunately, the result of this survey was
unsatisfactory for two main reasons. First, it was costly to conduct a complex Chinese census like this in
Southeast Asia dominated by colonial powers. Second, the Chinese in Southeast Asia were cautious about

releasing their personal information to the Chinese Government, which slowed down the survey even further.
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