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European Refugee Crisis: The German Solution and its Policy Adjustments

WU Hutping
(Institute of German Studies, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, P. R. China)

Abstract: In the European refugee crisis in 2015, Germany adopted a tolerant policy of welcome
culture and generously accepted one million refugees. But Germany not only overestimated its ability
to solve the refugee problem, but also underestimated the uncooperative attitude of many EU
member states. Unprecedented flux of refugees put the German government under enormous
internal and external political pressure and also challenged the existing asylum system. To defuse
the crisis, the German government adopted a series of countermeasures and policy adjustments:
adding new safe countries of origin to impose more asylum restraints; using model innovation to
accelerate the approval process for asylum applications; disburdening refugee resettlement of federal
states and local governments; fighting against criminal acts with the principle of the rule of law;
fostering the integration of refugees into education and employment system; seeking common
solutions within the EU and strengthening external cooperation; eliminating the causes of refugee
crises such as conflicts and wars. The German government’s humanitarian resettlement of refugees
and its practice of “welcome culture” are leading Germany to become an open and modern
immigration country.

Keywords: European refugee crisis; Germany; Asylum policy; Safe country of origin; Humanitarian

resettlement; Modern immigration country
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