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A Profile of New Chinese Immigrants in New Zealand
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Abstract: As a result of New Zealand’s immigration reforms starting in 1987 and revised in
1991 1995 and 2003 thousands of new immigrants from mainland China have settled down
in New Zealand. Many of these new immigrants came as skilled workers business migrants or
international students. They have used their talent skills and/or wealth to dramatically alter
the demographic features and the business landscape of New Zealand’s Chinese community. The
author also devotes her attention to observing the political inclination of the new Chinese
immigrants by examining the Chinese media coverage during the 2005 general election. She
finds out that many Chinese immigrants voted for conservative parties” candidates simply

because of their biased perception of the welfare system.
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