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Networks for International Emigration in Fujian Province and the
Migration Network Theory

GUO Yur cong
( Center for Southeast Asian Studies, Xiamen Universiy, Xiamen 361005, Fujian)

Abstract:“ Migration netwoik theory” has attracted increasing attention both domestically and internationally. One of its as
sumptions is that migration networks have the effect of cumulative causation, which cortradicts the practice in Fujian Province.
When emisration surges, migration netwoiks are rapidly strengthened. Another assumption of this theory is that misration netw orks
are the most important and perhaps the sole cause of sustained migration. However, the empirical evidence in Fujian Province
shows that migration networks cannot be sustained on a long term basis. The development of migration networks i Fujian Province
has slowed down, and tended to stagnate in recent years, because emigration in this province has been family based, and the
structure of migration networks has followed the pattern of difference sequence “ & la Fei Hsiao tune” .
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