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Abstract One quarter of the population in Germany has immigrant background, and it is

the primary country receiving immigrants and refugees in Europe. In recent decade, the

significance of the immigration issue in German politics has been increasing, and the refugee

crisis that broke out after 2015 has accelerated this process. This paper sorts out the

development of the immigration issue in Germany, and analyzes the position of major political

parties on the immigration issue since the 21" century and the influencing factors behind it from

the perspective of party politics. Ideology and the special social and historical reality of

Germany are the two main factors that influence the policy choices of political parties. Political

parties need to seek a balance between different ways of interpreting the immigration issue in

order to make their immigration policies conform to their ideological positions. The mainstream

political parties have a more complex ideological basis, and their policy choices face more

constraints. As a result, they have to remain moderate and stable in their immigration policies

under the impact of the far—right. Germany’ s model of identity based on blood makes some

parties more conservative in their integration policies, while Germany’ s wariness of xenophobia

also limits the activities of anti-immigration parties. With the continuous development of the

reality of immigration and the changes of the German economy and society, the complexity of the

immigration issue is further increased, and the debate of German political parties on this issue

will continue.
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