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Evolution of the US Immigration Polity to

Japanese in the End of 19 Century
CHALI Jin—lu, CHEN Jing—yan
(Center for Northeast Asian Studies of Jilin Universtiy , Changchun Jilin, 130021, China)

Abstract: The Japanese immigrants began to move to the mainland of the US in large quantities from the
late 1890s. After they replaced the Chinese as the new labor resources, they also began to face the discrimi-
nation and exclusion from the white just as the Chinese did. American white people, especially those dwell-
ing along the western coastal cities, thought the Japanese were inassimilable “yellow scourge” and they
were a group of formidable alien forces invading the land of the US. With the support of certain politicians,
the western coastal people began to launch anti—Japanese movements continuously. The Japanese immi-
grants tried hard to gain recognition from the white society through their hard work and pragmatic values.
The Japanese government also intervened and negotiated with the US government on several occasions, try-
ing to keep the dignity of Japan as an Asian newly rising power, trying to prevent its people from being dis-
criminated and excluded in the US as Chinese immigrants experienced. However, from the signing of “The
Gentlemen Agreement” to the passing of the two “Alien Land Act”, to the making and enforcing of the1924
“Immigration Act”,the US government finished its final step towards the restriction of the Japanese immi-
grants, completely exposing its deep—rooted nature of racism. Japanese immigrants, just like all other Asian
immigrants, were excluded from the US society.

Key words: Japanese immigrants, the US, racism, anti—Japanese movement
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