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Abstract: FAside from depicting the gambling activities in the early Overseas Chinese society
of America this article examines various factors and negative social impacts behind the social
problem while discussing how people to deal with it and whether such a management or control
was effective. According to the author the main reason for the deep indulgence in the bad
habit among majority of early Chinese migrants was that gambling could provide Chinese
migrants in the particular historical scenario with an important way for socializing and it might
become a shortcut for them to realize their dream of fortune. Driven by the economic gains
early Overseas Chinese were keen on establishing gambling dens while the Chinese Tongs
colluded with local police and protected the gambling activities with violence resulting in great
harm to the Chinese society in America. Some of the Chinese migrants thus failed to fulfill their
obligation and duty towards their families. Meanwhile it triggered a series of social problems

such as drug addiction burglary and conflicts between different Chinese Tongs. The curb and
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control over the Chinese gambling were largely failed due to the weakness of local Chinese

associations and the Chinese consulate

gambling business operators
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not to mention the collusion among the Chinese

Chinese Tongs and local American police.
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